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Sharing God’s LOVE FEST  Homecoming 2010 
September 12 th, 10 a.m. 
This year, we are transforming our church school into a Love Fest---a 
SHARING GOD’S LOVE FEST! Please join us as we kick off this 
transformation at Homecoming.  
 
At Homecoming, young people will: 

·  “feel the love” for our church and each other through group 
games and activities designed to help us get to know and love 
one another.  

·  “share the love” by writing letters or drawing pictures to be 
mailed to adult members of our church. Be on the look out for 
your letter and please write back to your young person. 
Sometime this fall, we can look forward to a “Pen Pals Coffee 
Hour” where correspondents spend a few minutes enjoying 
coffee hour snacks together.  

 
***After worship, we’ll enjoy our annual Homecoming potluck picnic. 
 Please bring a food dish to SHARE, you absolutely LOVE to eat!*** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



From the Interim Pastor 
 
Friends in Christ, 
 
As we begin a new program year, I would like to thank those of you who have been supportive by attending 
worship and participating in the life of the congregation. Some people think that the interim time is just a "dead" 
period, but with all of the refurbishing of the grounds of the church "campus," I am happy for the new energy. 
Programs and events continue as they have, and I'm excited about teaching confirmation and adult education 
classes, coming to know more of you more personally and being with you during special Sundays during the 
liturgical year. 
 
Several people have indicated their surprise about the fact that the church has not yet begun to search for a new 
settled pastor. I believe that the Transition Team and I have communicated information about the process that 
both the Interim Pastor Search Committee and the Executive Board agreed to. But, so that everyone 
understands what we are trying to accomplish, please allow me to review our intentions and plan. 
 
A SETTLED Pastor Search Committee represents the entire congregation. In order for them to do that with any 
degree of integrity, it is important for the congregation to be "surveyed" about a variety of matters. I believe that 
we accomplished this during our Transition retreats in the spring. Following those retreats, the members of the 
Transition Team (Diana Nelson, Chair, Sue Fisher, Joe Bray, Kevin Hankard, Susan Mann and I) began 
summarizing the variety of opinions expressed in report form. 
 
I need to add that during the retreats, we got the feeling that people "just wanted to be church for a while." So 
I've responded by being a consistent, hopefully, caring presence in the midst of the congregation "being church." 
It is never my intention as an interim pastor to overstay my welcome or unnecessarily prolong the interim period. 
 
The Executive Board and the Deacons put out a call in June to the congregation, asking for nominations for 
members of the Settled Pastor Search Committee. No nominations were received. The Pastoral Search 
Committee currently consists of 5 wonderful people who were invited and agreed to serve last winter. Hopefully, 
the Deacons will appoint two more members to join them and they will begin meeting as soon as possible. In the 
meantime, one of the members of the Transition Team is preparing a summary of the highlights of the retreats in 
the form of a "power point" presentation, which will be made to the congregation in a "second hour" forum 
following worship in the fall. 
 
The first task of the Search Committee is to create a "profile," a 20-something page document which describes 
the church to potential pastoral candidates. The "results" of the Transition retreats will be used by the Search 
Committee to create this document, which will represent the views of the members of the congregation, or at 
least the members of the congregation who attended the open retreats in the spring. 
 
Churches in our denomination, the United Church of Christ, as you well know, are organized democratically. 
Churches in our denomination call their own pastors. We have Regional Ministers, who are available to churches 
as consultants, rather than Bishops, who assign priests or pastors to churches. Democracy, in churches and in 
our government, requires thoughtfulness and conversation, so because of its very nature, it takes time. This may 
seem like too slow a process for some people, but as one of the members of the previous Pastoral Search 
Committee observed, selecting a pastor is a sacred and important matter. 
 
Once the Search Committee convenes, they will be commissioned during a worship service and will be in 
communication with the members of the congregation about their progress. 
 
Please feel free to speak with President Greg Cooke or me if you have any concerns or questions. In the 
meantime, I hope that we can continue to both be serious about and enjoy "being church." 
 
In Faith, Marcia



September 2010 Worship 
 

September 5  9:30 a.m. WORSHIP, Pentecost 15: Labor Day Sunday 
   Scriptures: Psalm 127, Colossians 3: 23-24, Matthew 11: 28-30 
   Sermon: “Love and Work” 
   The Rev. Marcia Cox, preaching 
   The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 
September 12   *** 10:00 a.m. WORSHIP RESUMES *** 
   Pentecost 16: HOMECOMING SUNDAY 
   Scriptures: Isaiah 29: 9-13, Romans 12: 1-2  
   Sermon: “Sanctuary: The Rhythm of the Liturgical Year” 
   ALL-CHURCH POTLUCK following worship  
 
September 19  Pentecost 17, Scripture: Luke 6: 1-13 
   John Mann, preaching 
 
September 26  Pentecost 18, Scripture: Luke 16: 19-31 
   Sermon: “Love People, Use Things, Not Vice Versa” 
   Sue Fisher, preaching 
 
*** BEGINNING THIS FALL, WE WILL HAVE ONE SERVICE ONLY at 10:00 a.m. 

(see article in the Deacon’s Column) 
 

Marcia will be on vacation from September 13-27 
For pastoral emergencies, please call Greg Cooke, cell phone: 860-918-3215 

 
********************************************************************************************************************* 
 
    

Come to the 50 th Annual Early American Fair 
 
There will be a Gift Shoppe with many different hand crafted items such as jewelry, ceramics and 
handmade soaps, a Country Store with homemade jams,  jellies, fudge and cheese, and the Bake 
Shoppe where coffee cakes, bread and other assorted baked goods will be available. We also offer an 
Attic Treasures room where you can find charming and useful items at a great price, a dried flower 
room, a print shop and much more. The Tea Room will serve supper on Friday night and lunch and 
snacks Saturday including corn chowder and beef stew. Activities and games will entertain the children 
and there will be a raffle drawing for a beautiful handmade quilt and hand carved bird made by 
members of the church. Mums will also be available for purchase. Pictures of the raffle prizes are 
available on our website at buckinghamchurch.org. See the related article below on ways you can help. 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Looking Forward to Worshipping Together in the Fall  
The Deacons would like to announce that, after prayerful discussion, we have decided to move to one 
worship service this coming program year. Effective Homecoming Sunday, September 12th, we will 
return to the 10:00 a.m. start time.  This allows the whole church family to be together and for everyone 
to experience the portions of the service and various special events that are offered only at 10:00 a.m. 
such as celebrations throughout the liturgical calendar, music by the Adult Choir, children's message, 
children's bell choir, puppet ministry, pageants and liturgical dancers. 
 
The children are now lighting the candles in the chancel during the Prelude.  If your child is interested 
in participating, please let Susan Fisher or a Deacon know so he or she can be added to the schedule. 
 
Diana Nelson is always looking for scripture readers. The lesson for each Sunday is posted on the 
website the Monday before each Sunday. Rev. Marcia also prints out the reading and places it at the 
lectern.  Diana can be reached by e-mail at dnelson@brownrudnick.com or by phone at 860-657-4077 
if you would like to volunteer to be a reader. 
 
And finally, if you know of someone who needs a ride to church on Sundays, please contact Jamie 
Fisher (860-657-8997) or Kevin Hankard (860-633-2611) and they will be happy to arrange a ride. 
 
We are excited about the upcoming year, the Early American Fair and the enthusiasm around the 
sprucing and cleaning up of the parsonage and church grounds.  
 
Respectfully Yours in Christ, 
The Deacons 
 
********************************************************************************************************************* 

 
GO-TEAM BUCKINGHAM!!!!! 
 
In support of our beloved Gail’s dream, please join 
us Saturday, September 11, 2010 from 1:00-4:00 
pm (or any portion of that time) at the Glastonbury 
High School Track (inside if raining) and help show 
your support by walking, sharing fellowship, and 
raising money for the National Ovarian Cancer 
Coalition  (NOCC). 
 
Please contact Tammy Cooke at (860) 659-9512 or 
tammycooke@sbcglobal.net to give her your 
name(s) for a BUCKINGHAM TEAM head-count of 
walkers as well as your t-shirt size(s). 
 
T-shirts will be handed out and pledge money 
collected on Sunday, September 5th after church (or 
can arrange another time), as well as the day of the 
walk so that we can hopefully all be up and walking 
right away, allowing other people who need to be 
registering that day ample time to do so. 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members of the 
BCC Green Team 
(as of this printing there are 
more than 40 members of the 
team) 

 

Join the BCC Green Team 
“What would I do if I owned this property?” is the qu estion asked by the Green Team so…  

 
The “Green Team” is digging in to restore, reclaim, redo, rake, chop, prune, remove, clean, power 
wash, spruce up, and make our parsonage and church beautiful. 
 
The Green Team is growing and we are still accepting new members. If you can operate a rake, 
pruning shears, a shovel, or any of the common household tools for property maintenance you will be 
able to participate.   
 
If you would like to be a part of our growing “community of efforts” to make the parsonage and church 
grounds beautiful again, and help out with future projects on the entire BCC property, please contact 
Greg Cooke, George Ludlow, or one of the Trustees or Deacons. 
 
Here is what you get for signing up: 
A green shirt 
Your choice of several landscape projects 
Flexible hours 
The pride of a job well done 
A special invitation to our fall open house on the new patio by the front door of the parsonage. 
 
Efforts are currently underway and great progress is being made.  Once the parsonage property is 
beautiful we will focus some time and energy on the church grounds and gardens.  
 
Our goal is to have individual members of the team take ownership of one small area of the entire BCC 
property like a garden by the mail box or the front garden of the church and keep it beautiful. The team 
may be contacted to help the Trustees in the future to help with church or parsonage projects or fall and 
spring cleanup.  The BCC Green Team is the team you want to be on!  
 



Sharing God’s LOVE FEST  
aka Church School 2010/11 
We are so excited for the year ahead! Our Sharing God’s Love Fest will include opportunities to share 
God’s love  

·  at church 
·  with friends and family  
·  in our community and world 
·  of nature (Yes, we’ll continue the wonderful Go God! Go Green! progress we made last year! 

See related article below, “Meet C.C.”) 
·  with those of other faiths 
·  and much more! 

 
We’ll explore Bible stories that provide insights into God’s love and how the Lord expects us to share 
that love. We’d LOVE to see our young people as many Sundays as possible!  
 

Meet C.C.! 
First introduced at our year-end church school celebration last 
June, Compost Can (nicknamed C.C.) will take the place of our 
Jesus doll this year. Young people in our Ark, Lamb and Dove 
groups will have the opportunity to take C.C. home for a week to 
fill with your family’s compost, then return to church. This 
compost will be placed in our outdoor church compost bin in the 
hope of creating compost for our church and parsonage 
gardens come springtime. C.C. will have complete instructions, 
and perhaps inspire families who do not currently compost to 
begin doing so. We hope all will enjoy this opportunity to share 
God’s love of nature and our world! 
 

Erica Swanson Shares Her Love of Little Ones  
Staffing our nursery again this year is Erica Swanson! We are truly grateful to Erica for giving of herself 
and her time, providing a consistent and friendly presence in our nursery for our youngest church family 
members. Erica will staff the nursery at our 10 a.m. worship services beginning Homecoming Sunday, 
September 12th. 
 

Love Fest Teaching, Anyone? 
Want to be added to Mrs. Fisher’s list of potential Sharing God’s Love Fest/church school teachers? As 
a church school teacher, you select your area of interest: arts & crafts, games & puzzles, cooking, or 
our preschool/kindergarten class, then receive a step-by-step lesson plan and all materials needed to 
teach your lesson. See Mrs. Fisher for more information or to be included. 
 
********************************************************************************************************************* 

Share Your Love of Dance 
Many will hopefully recall our “Wholly Yours” lyrical dance performed at our church school year-end 
celebration last June, choreographed and led by senior youth, Megan Gilmore. Megan has graciously 
offered to choreograph and teach us a new dance! Rehearsals will take place during coffee hours on a 
handful of Sundays prior to our performance. Everyone in grades 4+ (adults too!) are encouraged to 
participate as it’s a ton of fun! Sign-ups begin on Homecoming Sunday. Rehearsal and performance 
schedule will be worked out based on participants’ availability. 

 



Hey, YOU(th)! 
You’re going to LOVE our first youth event: 
 

Welcome Back Bonfire and S’Mores Party 
Connor Cooke’s house, 66 Jasmine Lane 

Friday evening, September 10 th, 7:30-10 p.m. 
 
All sixth graders on up are invited. We hope you’ll SHARE the fun with your friends---all are welcome! 
Please bring drinks, desserts or munchies to share.  
 
And here’s what’s up in church school: 
 
6th - 8th Graders: Welcome to the numerous 6th graders moving into youth group this year and welcome 
back to everyone else! You’ll enjoy the same random diversity as last year---the first Sunday of each 
month (communion Sundays), you’re invited to remain in worship with your families. The remaining 
Sundays of each month, Mr. Peterson, Mrs. Dumas and Mrs. Fisher will take turns sharing their 
different teaching styles and focuses.  
 
9th Graders+: It’s a confirmation year for 9th and 10th graders here at Buckingham! More on this to come 
from Reverend Marcia. As always, we want to do everything we can to make our senior youth (those 
already confirmed and to-be-confirmed) feel the love of God and our church family! And we encourage 
you to share your love of God and church. Suggestions include: 

·  Remain in worship, perhaps becoming one of our scripture readers  
·  Team up with friends and volunteer to be permanent teachers for one of our church school 

classes 
·  If this is too much commitment for you, offer to teach or assist in our church school classes once 

in a while 
·  Deliver a young people’s message in front of church (Mrs. Fisher is good at sharing!) 
·  Organize a service project or green initiative that means a lot to you 
·  Design and repaint the mural on the hallway wall outside Fellowship Hall 
·  Play an instrument or sing during worship service 
·  Organize pick-up sports games (kickball, volleyball, wiffleball?) after church once in a while. We 

could head over to Buckingham Park if we need more room! 
 
Any and all ideas are welcome! See Mrs. Fisher. 
 
********************************************************************************************************************* 

Hey YOU(th)! AND OUR ENTIRE CHURCH FAMILY:   
Mark Your Calendars for a Hartford Colonials Footba ll Game  
 
Thanks to Marjorie and Doug Cooke, all are invited to tailgate, watch the Hartford Colonials play ball 
and watch our own Alyson Cooke who is a Colonials’ cheerleader! 
 

October 9 th 
Meet at church at 1 p.m., convoy to the field, 

 then tailgate from 1:30-3 p.m. Gametime is 3 p.m. 
Cost: $17/ticket 

 
Additional details to follow, but we need a ticket count now! Please contact Marjorie Cooke, 
mac91960@aol.com, by Friday, September 17 th, to participate. 

 



Go God! Go Green with Electronic Giving! 
 
Beginning in November, we will offer a new program designed to simplify weekly giving for our 
congregation. 
 
Electronic Giving will enable every household or individual to make their church offering using 
electronic funds transfer (EFT).  You may already be using EFT to pay your mortgage, car payment or 
insurance premium through an automatic withdrawal from your checking or savings account.   
 
There is no cost to you.  In fact, EFT will save time and money.  Whether you give monthly or weekly, 
you will no longer have to write a check or use church envelopes.  And, when travel, illness or other 
circumstances prevent you from attending services, this program will allow your offerings to continue 
on an uninterrupted basis. 
 
EFT would benefit our church by: 
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One more advantage (that Mrs. Fisher would certainly approve of) is that it plays into our Go God, Go 
Green theme we so embraced this past year.  This is yet one more way we can reduce the amount of 
paper we use. 
 
Thank you for considering this new giving opportunity.  Details will be forthcoming! 
 
Stewardship Committee 
Sarah Brendal, Kate Dumas, John Mann, Ann Rudolph, Gary Case 
 
 
********************************************************************************************************************* 

 
Christian Service 
 
The collection of school supplies and backpacks for Jessica's clients through Covenant to Care was 
successfully completed in August. 
  
Two new initiatives will be undertaken in September.  The first will be the collection of goods needed to 
make Clean-Up kits for Church World Service.  These are used only in the United States for relief 
efforts in cases of floods, hurricanes, and similar major disasters.  Their supply of kits is very low. Two 
years ago, we were able to put together 12 complete kits. Our goal for this year will be 10 because we 
will also have to provide shipping.  
 
The second initiative is still in the planning stages and will involve many members from the 
congregation.  We intend to start small, but this could grow into something quite far-reaching. The 
idea is to organize a day of service, perhaps to help some members of the congregation with fall 
clean-up chores. We expect the Green Team, the Clean Team, the Tween Team, and others will be 
joining us.  
 
 



Early American Fair 
 
Ways You Can Help With the Fair 
Your Help Is needed. There are many ways you can help make the fair a success such as donations of 
baked goods, making a few items for the Gift Shoppe, donating goods for Attic Treasures or a 
monetary gift to help purchase ingredients for the stews and Tea Room. Please see Eileen or Vicki if 
you can help. Sign-up sheets are also on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. 
 
 
Early American Fair Wait Staff Needed 
Share God’s love of our church by volunteering to wait tables in the Tea Room at the Early American 
Fair. Young people in grades 4+ (younger if accompanied by parent) are welcome. Wait staff wears 
Early American attire. Many costumes, including aprons, are available at church. Wait staff is needed 
for Friday evening, September 17th, from 4 – 8 p.m. and on Saturday, September 18th, from about 11 
a.m. – 3 p.m. Join in the fun and fellowship for any amount of time that you’re able. Please e-mail or 
call Mrs. Fisher with your availability. 
 
In Case You Haven’t Seen Them on the Website…  
 
 

 

Raffle Prizes 
 
 
 
 
 
The quilt called “Simply 
Blooming” handmade by 
 Ann Rudolph 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Carolina Wren hand-carved by 
Charlie Ekstrom 
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16 Cricket Lane,  

Glastonbury, CT 06033 
 

PHONE: 
(860) 633-7992 

 
E-MAIL: 

buckinghamchurch@bcc.necoxmail.com 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Mon.-Fri. 8:30-2:30 

 
Interim Minister 
Rev. Marcia Cox 

 
Director of Christian Education 

Susan Fisher 
 

Music Director 
Rich Prario 

 
Office Administrator 

Susan Betz 
 

Sexton 
Liz Bunker 

buckinghamchurch.org 

MACC Food Pantry Pals 
Again this year, we’ll enable as many church family members as 
possible to participate! Families can volunteer or will be invited to be 
MACC Pantry Pals, delivering a specific month’s food donations on a 
day and time that work best for you. And everyone should check e-
mail! Once our Pantry Pal family has selected a day and time, we’ll 
e-vite everyone else to join us if they can.  

 

Volunteer for the  MACC Charities Soup 
Kitchen. 
Every third Saturday of the month two or three volunteers are needed 
from 9:30 am to 12:15 pm for light kitchen duties and to serve lunch at 
the MACC Soup Kitchen in Manchester. Please contact Ellen Ludlow 
at 657-8943 or by e-mail, eludlow@cox.net, to volunteer. The next 
date to serve will be September 18th. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
BUCKINGHAM CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

16 Cricket Lane 
Glastonbury, CT 06033 

The deadline for the October Steeple will be Wednes day 
September 15 th. Please have all articles In the office by noon.  

 

 


