January 2012

Buckingham Congregational Church

All Invited: Epiphany Pageant
January 8 " during worship

Set to the tune of “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,” the following tune will
hopefully get our church family excited for our upcoming pageant!

Hark! The kids will play and sing
To honor God and Christ, Our King.
Peace in church, we’ll sing “Silent Night;”
Our teamwork will be a beautiful sight.

Joyful all our readers will speak,

Joined by our animals, including a sheep!
Joseph, Mary, shepherds, angels and kings
Solos, a star and many wings!
Hark! Pageant 2012

We hope our Lord thinks it's really swell.




Jesus Journey Church School

Mistakes, Jealousy & Criticism--Let the Lord Help!

Three beautiful Bible stories will provide opportunities for our young people to discuss these difficult,
but unavoidable, elements of life, how Jesus handled them, and how God can help.

Zacchaeus, the Tax Collector Becomes a Changed Man (Luke 19: 1-10)

Zacchaeus had done bad things--made mistakes--and, inspired by Jesus, chose to make things right.
He promised to do even more than the law required to right his wrongs, and by doing so, received
Jesus’ blessing and salvation.

Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man (Matthew 9: 2-8)

Jesus proved in front of jealous and critical religious leaders that He had the power to forgive sin and
cure diseases. Jesus’ behavior is truly an inspiration as He:
- Took time out to pray to God for strength
Saw and rejoiced in the good that people do (the friends going to the trouble of cutting a hole in
the roof so their paralyzed friend might be seen by Jesus)
When faced with the leaders’ criticism and jealousy, Jesus didn’t boast or criticize back, He
simply let His actions and abilities speak for themselves.

Jesus Calms the Storm (Matthew 8: 23-27)

This classic story of Jesus proving yet again to the disciples that He must be the Son of God
emphasizes God’s love for us even when we mistakenly distrust Him. It encourages us to have faith in
God when bad things happen, and to trust in God and Jesus to bring us peace.

Journey with Jesus through Prayer
Each month in the new year, we’ll share a prayer that families can pray together to support the church
school themes our young people will explore. Here is a January prayer:

Dear God,

Sometimes | do things | wish | hadn't.

Sometimes | make mistakes, am jealous or critical.

Please help me make things right at those times.

And give me understanding and strength when faced with the mistakes, jealousy and criticism of
others.

Please be with them, and help them make things right.

Thank you for loving us, even when we do things we wish we hadn’t.



YOU(th) Matters!

We're changing our “Hey YOU(th)!” theme for the new year! Thank you, Kate Dumas, for sharing the
new, more meaningful, theme. We’'d also like to thank Kate and husband Andre, and all the youth who
participated in December’s Soup & Sing. They made soup and cookies, then sang Christmas carols as
they delivered the food to church families. Sing this little thank you to the tune of “Away in a Manger”:

Away in the kitchen our good youth did cook,
With frosting on noses, very silly they looked.
The soup, cookies and singing made families’ days.
“God bless our young people,” the church family prays.

Our new year will get off to a fantastic start with an event planned by the Morosky family. Check your
e-mail for the announcement and details!
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SOUP-erbowl Campaign 2012

Thank you! Our church family was most generous throughout December, including at our Advent
luncheon, with abundant donations of canned and non-perishable food for the Manchester Food
Pantry.

We hope this generosity continues throughout January for our young people’s annual SOUP-erbowl
Campaign! Drop off your contributions in the big basket found in the church entryway.

We'll end our special food drive campaign on February 5™ (Superbowl Sunday) with a SOUP-erbow
party coffee hour
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Outreach Opportunity

On January 14 Buckingham Church will be hosting a breakfast for 40-80 walk-ins at Center Church in
Hartford. We cook and serve the food, and then clean-up. We are looking for people to help cook and
serve that day and donations of food and paper goods. If you are interested in more information or
helping please contact Laura Rudolph at 646-6664 or laura.rudolph@cox.net .
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Volunteer for the MACC Charities Soup
Kitchen.

Every third Saturday of the month two or three volunteers are needed
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. for light kitchen duties and to serve lunch
at the MACC Soup Kitchen in Manchester. Please contact Laura
Rudolph at 646-6664 or by e-mail, laura.rudolph@cox.net to volunteer.
The next date to serve will be January 21st

Your Chauffeur is Waiting

If you need a ride to church, PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE to call one
of our friendly and charming drivers: Jamie Fisher (860-657-8997) or
Kevin Hankard (860-633-2611). They are more than happy to transport
you safely to and from worship.

BUCKINGHAM CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

16 Cricket Lane
Glastonbury, CT 06033

The deadline for the February Steeple will be Sunda y January
15™. Please have all articles in the office by noon.




